
THEFT RESISTANT AND MAINTENANCE FREE
 
• Conducrete® protects the underlying grounding system from theft and sabotage. Theft is increasingly becoming a pervasive problem 
   worldwide which substantially increases the costs from the loss of material and outages. Since Conducrete® solidi�es into a high 
   strength conductive concrete, the likelihood of such issues is substantially reduced. 

• Conducrete® electrodes are maintenance-free over their functional lifetime. There are NO hydration or salt replacement requirements 
   with Conducrete®. 

ENVIRONMENTALLY NEUTRAL/PH NEUTRAL
 
• Conducrete® has no negative impact on the environment. In fact, it has been approved for use by regulatory agencies in many 
  environmentally sensitive areas where aquifer cross-contamination is a concern. 

• Conducrete® is water impermeable and pH neutral when setup and will not corrode copper conductors. 

• No salts will leach into or contaminate the soil. Leachate testing shows that Conducrete® has levels far below acceptable leachate limits 
  (see Technical Speci�cation). 

LONG LIFE EXPECTANCY 

• Independent testing indicates that Conducrete® can reduce electrolytic corrosion by 95% - 100%. 

• Conducrete® can extend the life of grounding systems by a factor of 20. Electrodes protected by Conducrete® will last in excess of 25 
   years in many cases. 

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH AND LOW SHRINKAGE 

• Conducrete® has a compressive strength of 27.6 MPa (4003 psi) after 28 days. This means that Conducrete® electrodes are permanent, 
  will not wash away and will withstand heavy ground fault currents. 

• Conducrete® testing yields shrinkage of 0.015% at 28 days. This means that Conducrete® bonds or knits to the surrounding soil 
  resulting in a superior electrode due to the constant contact with the surrounding soil. 

HIGH VOLTAGE/CURRENT TEST RESULTS 

• In independent testing in a high voltage lab precast Conducrete® electrodes withstood 1682V/688 amp fault for duration of 500 ms. 
  Other grounding enhancement materials of lower compressive strength have exploded under these test conditions which would render 
  the protection system useless. Conducrete® is the only grounding back�ll that has documented evidence of high fault current 
  withstand. 

WATER ABSORPTION 

• Conducrete® is a very hygroscopic material. Lab testing shows that Conducrete® will absorb up to 25.4% of its weight in water. This 
  quality is especially important in arid environments. Conducrete® is constantly hydrating and therefore continuously absorbing any 
  available moisture from the surrounding soil. The result is an electrode that delivers more stable resistance to ground over time even 
  during dry conditions.
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SUPERIOR OPERATING PERFORMANCE
(Low Impedance, Lower Resistance, Superior Conductivity and Capacitance)

LOW IMPEDANCE

• The ability to provide low impedance is critical to dissipate lightning energy quickly to protect assets from damage. Conducrete®’s low 
  impedance is due to the low resistance, high capacitance and low inductance of the unique blend of materials.

LOWER RESISTANCE AND SUPERIOR CONDUCTIVITY

•  Lower resistivity results in superior conductivity.
•  Independent lab testing indicates that Conducrete® has a very low resistivity (2.8 - 5.0 ohm-cm).
•  Figure 1 illustrates that Conducrete® has a resistivity that is approximately 50 times lower than bentonite clay.

INCREASED CAPACITANCE

• The conductive and insulating materials used in the formulation of Conducrete® gives it a capacitive nature. Conducrete® has the ability 
to store and release energy the same way that a capacitor will store energy until it is grounded or allowed to release the energy into a 
circuit. The material quickly absorbs high rise time electrical surges keeping ground potential rise in check and preventing equipment 
interruption and infrastructure damage.
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CONDUCRETE® INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

Conducrete® is easy to install in either horizontal or vertical applications. Conducrete® can be installed dry or as a water based slurry and 
pumped into the trench or hole.

HORIZONTAL INSTALLATIONS

1. Dig trench to designed depth, width and length. Smooth out bottom of trench. Typically the trench is 0.5m (20”) wide and 0.6m (24”) 
    deep. The length of the trench is determined by the soil resistivity at the site and the required system R value.
2. Lay copper wire in centre of trench.
3. Pour dry Conducrete® over wire. Cover the wire to 4cm (1.5”) depth with Conducrete®.
4. Ensure the wire is completely immersed in Conducrete®.
5. Carefully hand shovel 10 cm (4”) of loose native back�ll over the Conducrete®.

VERTICAL INSTALLATIONS

1. Drill hole to desired depth and diameter as determined by soil resistivity at the site and the required R value. The type of drill rig used is 
    dependent on soil conditions.
2. Place conductor in middle of drilled hole.
3. Mix Conducrete® in a slurry (11.4 litres or 3 US gallons water/bag) and pump down hole from bottom to displace any mud or water as 
    the hole �lls. For shallow holes (3m/10ft) it may be possible to use the material dry.
6. Back�ll remainder of the trench using native excavated material.

INFORMATION SHEET


